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WEEKENDbreak

AND MABEL CAME TOO
Avoid the crowds and bag a bargain by holidaying out of season in Britain. Stan Cullimore enjoyed a dogfriendly break in the Cornish fishing village of Polperro

I

s it just me? Do you find there are times when all you really,
really, want is a nice quiet weekend away from city life? If so,
then look no further. I’ve just spent a few days in the heart of
Cornwall, staying in Polperro. I can thoroughly recommend it.
Everything you could possibly need for the loveliest of times is
right there. Welcoming pubs, cliff top walks, sea views and even a
dinky beach with a couple of caves thrown in.
We wanted somewhere that would let us take our new puppy,
Mabel. I stumbled across Blue Chip Holidays online and clicked
on the pet friendly section. Inglenook Cottage was a place that
ticked all the boxes; cute, available, a bargain (out of season) and
happy to take dogs.
A couple of weeks later we found ourselves outside a small but
perfectly formed little box of delights, with its very own parking
space. Which in those parts, is worth its weight in pasties. The
cottage was just as good as it looked in the pictures. But you can’t
live on loveliness alone, so after unpacking and unwinding, we
went in search of food. Luckily, there’s a pub round the corner,
The Crumplehorn Inn. We decided we needed to stretch our legs
before eating, so we set off to explore Polperro. It wasn’t far to
go. It starts next to the pub.

It was all very romantic, a bit
❝
like a Cornish corner of Venice
. . . only without the gondolas – and
with more fudge shops

❞

Polperro is one of those delicious little Cornish fishing villages,
with houses that look as if they’re getting ready to jump into a
little brook that leads down to the sea. On the evening we arrived
the tide was high and the harbour was full to the brim with
seawater and boats. It was all very romantic, a bit like a Cornish
corner of Venice . . . only without the gondolas – and with more
fudge shops.
There are dozens of excellent eateries dotted around. We
decided on The Blue Peter Inn because it had been recommended.
It’s an inviting pub nestled between the cliff and the harbour wall.
There were locals leaning on the bar, a fire burning in the grate
and a selection of local real ales on tap. From what I could work
out, there are usually guest ales on offer. The landlord is
obviously a connoisseur and was happy to give me tasting notes
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and advice. I started off with a pint of Very Berry. I’m not sure if
that was the name or the flavour but either way, it went down
very well. The menu is short in length but the cooking is long on
flavour and quality. Mrs Cullimore went for the roast chicken
while I had the fish and chips. Both were bang on and the
portions were huge.
The next day I took the dog to play on Polperro’s little town
beach, followed by a walk along the coast path. There are several
good walks nearby but a few steps up the rocks take you onto the
coastal path. You can head north or south, we chose to go north
to avoid the landslip I’d heard locals talking about in the pub. We
set off towards the pretty village of Polruan, six miles away.
That afternoon we drove off to explore. There’s a nearby car
ferry, leaving from Bodinnick. It takes you over the water to
Fowey. For my money, this chocolate box town full of tiny
seaside streets is the cutest one around. We arrived there just in
time to watch a perfect sunset. It’s easy to see why Daphne du
Maurier loved the place so much.
The next day it was time to leave Polperro and head for home.
We waved a sad farewell and set off. After a few moments of
driving our phones started beeping away like crazy things. That’s
when we suddenly realised. We hadn’t had any mobile signal or
Wi-fi the whole time we were there. Maybe that’s another reason
why the place is so relaxing. ■
Inglenook Cottage (from £360 for three nights/ £499 for
a week) is one of more than 800 self-catering properties
throughout Cornwall, Dorset, Devon, Somerset and
Wales available through Blue Chip Holidays. Visit:
www.bluechipholidays.co.uk or tel: 0844 704 4987.

