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CARRY ON CAMPING
Camp Bestival is
a family-friendly
weekend of music,
madness and
merriment that takes
place in the summer
holidays. Just watch
out for the giant
squirrel (right),
aka Stan’s son-inlaw Daniel!

FUN FOR ALL
THE FAMILY

Having children doesn’t mean the days of the
weekend party in a field are over. The rise of
family-friendly festivals means you can take
them – and the grandchildren – with you, as
STAN CULLIMORE discovered at Camp Bestival

There’s lots of
kiddy chaos right
from the start,
but no one minds
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inding a holiday that will work for
everyone in the family can be a bit
tricky, can’t it? Different ages, different
interests and all that. You have to be
ready for a bit of give and take to keep
the smiles flowing. So what are the
chances of finding something that will keep three
generations of the same family laughing, happy and
relaxed for a few days away together? As it turns out,
they’re pretty good, if you go to a festival.
I was musing on this as we sat outside our tents one
evening late in July 2013. A whole bunch of us were
there in a slightly soggy semicircle: me, my wife, a
couple of our kids, a few of their kids (our grandkids)
and a sprinkling of friends. We had all spent a glorious
weekend on a pretty campsite in Dorset and it was the
last night before going home.
We were drinking home brew, grinning away as
a DJ rocked the main stage and watching a firework
display light up Lulworth Castle. It was the perfect way
to end the perfect holiday.
If you’re wondering what on earth I’m talking
about, let me explain. We were having a blast at Camp
Bestival, a family-friendly weekend of music, madness
and merriment. Oh, and did I mention the camping?
Everyone sleeps under the stars in a sort of temporary
town made of canvas that covers several enormous
fields. It’s like normal camping, only on steroids.
The friends who were with us had never been camping
with small children before and were a bit nervous to
begin with, but they soon got into the swing of it and
became full-on happy campers.
That’s the thing with this festival. Since it’s a family
thing, everyone there has small children with them.
So, although there’s a lot of kiddy chaos right from the
start, no one minds. Once the parents have parked
and found a spot to pitch their tent, the kids are off,
wandering around making new friends, rolling around
on the grass like a pack of puppies in a playpark. And
because everyone has kids, everyone understands the
things that go with the territory. No one shakes their
head or tuts at noise, tears or tantrums. Not that you see
many of those. Everyone is so chilled.
At one point I was relaxing in a Bedouin-style café
tent. A young lad walked up to me and asked if I could
ring his dad because he was lost. He had a number
written on his wristband, which I tapped into my phone.
His dad had arrived and retrieved his son before I’d
finished my peppermint tea. And that was it. End of
story. No fuss, no drama. Can you imagine a world
where parents and children can be pretty sure that
every single person they meet is going to be nice to
kids? Sounds like a dream. But for a few days at
Camp Bestival, it isn’t. Sigh.
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5 OTHER PLACES STAN WOULD PLAY AND STAY
1

STAN IN HIS
HOUSEMARTINS
HEYDEY

ONCE UPON A TIME
Camp Bestival takes
place in the grounds
of fairytale Lulworth
Castle in Dorset

We had taken a small cooker with
us for emergencies, but the food on offer
was so varied and delicious-looking that we just
couldn’t resist eating out whenever possible. There
were lines of stalls everywhere, offering food from
every corner of the globe. There were stone-baked
pizzas, English breakfasts, exotic fruit smoothies,
perfect paellas and enough curries and vegetarian
options to keep everyone smiling. Joe, four, a friend of
the girls and not normally a fan of veg, even developed
a taste for freshly grilled corn on the cob.
But we weren’t there purely for the good times. Oh,
no. This was a work thing, too. At which point it’s time
for a brief family history. You see, years ago when I was
a lad, way back in the Eighties, I was a pop star for a few
brief years. I wrote songs, played guitar and sang in a
band called The Housemartins. It was a whole bunch of
fun and one of the bits I loved most was playing live.
Fast-forward to today and I find myself the proud
father of four grown-up children who have, so far,
presented my wife and me with four gorgeous
grandkids. So when a few of us decide we want to go
away on a family summer holiday together the only
question is: what shall we do this time? Apart from the
fact we all love camping, the outdoor lifestyle of

festivals and the fabulous food, there’s something else
that draws me to these things.
It’s this – I do a bit of work on children’s telly these
days and I’m occasionally asked to take my ukulele
along to kids’ festivals to play a few songs. For our
family, a festival is a way for us to combine work with
pleasure. Surely, it can’t get better than that? Especially
as I’ve managed to get the whole family in on the act.
My wife Amy looks after the grandchildren,
Emma is in charge of onstage sound, Daniel is in charge
of the squirrel costume and I’m responsible for getting
up in front of several thousand people and keeping
them happy. I have to say that playing a gig with half
your family on stage with you, while the other half are
in the audience singing and dancing along, is a thrill
that is hard to beat.
Luckily, the Camp Bestival crowd were lovely, and
joined in with the songs when I asked them to. They
danced along whenever possible and even laughed
when Daniel arrived in a giant naughty squirrel
costume. In fact, they seemed to be having almost as
much fun as we were. Which may also have been one of
the reasons we were all enjoying ourselves in front of
our tents so much on the last night. We were all still
smiling at the memory of the gig.
Anyhow, now we’ve got that festival in the bag,
I need to sit back and think about where we should go
the next time someone suggests a family holiday.
Hmmm… 
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Mind you, as my daughter Emma observed
later in the weekend, going on holiday with
your extended family and living in tents next
door to each other for a few days is one of those things
that will either make you or break you. Not least
because of the festival funk. There are showers and
such like. But somehow they never seem to remove the
pong that a few days at a festival delivers.
Another thing that you have to be prepared for is
the night-time noise. We were there with a collection
of babies and toddlers and, as we all know, they
don’t have much time for sleeping all night. But
somehow, being woken at all hours by squealing
kiddies didn’t faze anyone. We were all in it together.
As son-in-law Daniel noted, an early start gives you
more time to enjoy breakfast before heading off in
search of new entertainments.
By the second day, my three-year-old
granddaughter Molly was a big fan of the old-fashioned
merry-go-round and the Circus Field, where you could
practise your skills with hula hoops and skipping ropes
and such like. Her little sister Flo-flo, age two, preferred
the child-friendly dance tent, where adults danced
happily and kids ran around squealing at each other.
When it came to eating, we were spoiled for choice.

ELDERFLOWER FIELDS FESTIVAL
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Camp Bestival takes place from 31 July to 3 August at
Lulworth Castle, Dorset. Weekend tickets cost £195 for
adults and from £20 to £113 for children. Under-fours
go free. Visit campbestival.net for more information.

Turn the page to discover our favourite
festival cars – lots of luggage room
and they won’t get stuck in the mud

Ashdown Forest, Sussex
23–26 May
Bills itself as a magical weekend
of family fun. This year, its third,
the organisers are promising
a perfect mix of eclectic music,
delicious local food and drink
and stacks of stuff to keep the
whole family happy. Where do
I put my name down? Weekend
tickets cost £95 for adults and
£45 for children (five to 16),
under-fives free.
elderflowerfields.co.uk
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DEER SHED FESTIVAL

Baldersby Park, Topcliffe,
North Yorkshire
25–27 July
Now in its fifth year, a childand family-friendly music,
arts and science festival set in
90 acres of rolling parkland.
Definitely one to put in the
diary. Weekend tickets costs
£99 for adults and £30 for
children (six to 15),
under-fives £1.
deershedfestival.com
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JUST SO FESTIVAL

LARMER TREE FESTIVAL

Salisbury, Wiltshire
16-20 July
Never been myself, but some
say it’s the happiest, friendliest,
quirkiest festival in the land.
Add to that the fact that it’s
won the Best Toilets award
from festival-goers and it’s a
must-see kind of thing. Threeday tickets cost £145 for adults,
£95 for children aged 11 to 17,
£50 for five- to 10-year-olds,
under-fives free.
larmertreefestival.co.uk
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Whiddon Down, Devon
18–19 July
Takes place on acres of
farmland on the edge of
Dartmoor. The organisers keep
it small, with a mere 5,000
capacity and promise to deliver
good energy and entertainment
for all the family. This year’s
fancy dress theme is the Wild
West. Yee ha! Weekend tickets
cost £75 for adults and £50 for
under-18s, under-12s free.
A family ticket for two adults
and two under-18s costs £210.
chagstock.info

Rode Hall Parkland, Scholar
Green, Cheshire
15–17 August 2014
Run by a not-for-profit social
enterprise, they want to
give you and your family
a magical weekend of creative
adventures. What’s not to love
about that? Family Traveller is
a partner and invites you to the
festival’s Imaginarium to dress
up in costumes from around
the world and have a magical
family picture taken.
Weekend tickets cost £100 for
adults and £45 for children
aged three to 18,
under-threes free.
justsofestival.org.uk
Prices correct at time of going to
press. Booking fees and additional
camping charges may apply. Most
festivals have a tier system, which
means the earlier you buy your
tickets, the cheaper they are.

family traveller.com
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